Since writing last month’s comments | have been
on a very successful trip to Tuscany with the U3A. |
don’t think many of us realise how lucky we are to
have the ever efficient Paddy organising these trips
for us and | think it is a wonderful opportunity for
some of our single members for whom an overseas
trip would be a daunting experience. It is pleasant
to visit strange places and constantly run into
familiar faces from Stamford.

I have also attended a meeting of the East Midlands
Association of U3As during October and this is an
opportunity to meet people from other groups of
various sizes. It is also interesting to hear people
talking about problems that we just don’t seem to
have such as groups being dominated by one
strident member or group leaders being in need of
help to lead their groups.

| am always impressed by the quality and abilities of
all our group leaders although | have to admit that |
have no intention of meeting the goal of another
chairman in the area who said that he intended to
visit all his groups! | can see that all our groups
manage to run perfectly well with any interference
from me. However, if you would particularly like me
to visit your group | would be delighted to come.

One very interesting aspect of our groups has just
cropped up. | have been approached by a lady at
Pennsylvania State University who is writing a
dissertation and wants to come and talk to
members of our art and craft groups about how
their interest in these subjects has enhanced their
lives in retirement.

Once | have more specific details about the dates of
her visit | will contact the various leaders, but this is
just a preliminary announcement. Even if it comes
to nothing, it is nice to be approached.

And finally it is very pleasing to say that the
Harlaxton Summer Schools are filling up nicely. If
you haven't yet applied — do so now, because are
getting full very quickly. For example, Art for All,
John Plumb’s and Jane Mackay's courses are
already full with waiting lists!  However, there are
still many interesting courses still available, so don't
delay.

Regards,
Hendy Farquhar-Smith

t: 01780 756316 e: hendy@hf-s.co.uk
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HARLAXTON 2007 Summer Schools

Courses are filling up quickly, if you are interested apply now. The following are still available.

8to 11 July

Elgar
19th Century Art Hendy Farquhar-Smith
Polish up your computing skills

Anthony Burton

Pam Bisnauthsing

For more information:

visit www.HarlaxtonU3A.co.uk or
e-mail info@HarlaxtonU3A.co.uk

12 to 15 July
Paper Craft Aileen Marriott and Jill Dunn
In Search of the Green Man Jean Townsend
From Big Bang to Global Warming John Aram
Digital Photography and Imaging Rod Sloane

Walking
Singing for Fun

Gordon Young
Paul White

OR Phone: Hendy Farquhar-Smith 01780 756316 or Pat Leggett 01778 341248

FINANCIAL DISCUSSION GROUP

The next meeting will be held at Priory Court on
18" November at 2.15 pm. For more information or if you
would like to join this Group contact

Phil Day

FAMILY HISTORY GROUP

The Group has arranged a visit to the Family Records
Centre, which can be combined with shopping in Central
London, on Thursday 23 November 2006. The coach
fare is £15. Shaw® Bus will pick up in

Market Deeping at the Bridge foot (opposite the Coach
House Pub) departing at 7:30 am
Stamford Bus Station, at 8:00 am.
Danish Invader at 8:10 am.

Return:
Marble Arch coach stop, departing at 4:30 pm
Family Record Centre, Myddleton Street, at 4:45 pm
traffic permitting. For more information please contact

Dennis Rotherham

SOCIAL HISTORY GROUP

The next meeting of the Social History Group will be held
on Wednesday 15" November at 2pm at 5 Truesdales.
The subject will be

“The exploitation of children at work in Victorian
times.”

If you would like to join this group please phone

Joan Newey

CHRISTMAS LUNCH — CROWN HOTEL

This will be held on Monday December 11" at 12.30 pm.
The cost will be £16.95. Please sign the list at the
monthly meeting. Cheques are due at the November
meeting, please make them payable to the Crown Hotel.

Please also make your choice of menu at the meeting or
phone

Paddy Thomson

VISION AID OVERSEAS

lllustrated talk by Holly Price, volunteer Optometrist,
at Barnhill Church,

on Thursday, 23" November at 7.30 pm.

Find out how old spectacles are given to people in
desperate need in the Third World.

STROLLERS

Next stroll will be on Friday, November 10" around
Helpston. Meet at The Exeter Arms.

Start at 10.30, the walk is about 2.5 miles. We shall not
walk in bad weather, if in doubt, contact the Walk Leader

Anna Bridger

SELF- HELP FOR HEALTH GROUP

For the meeting at Essendine on November 20", we are
being really topical because we are discussing winter
warming techniques along with energy saving - they really
can co-exist! This will be followed by a song and dance
routine for all to enjoy. Everyone welcome.

For those booked in for the Comedy evening at Stamford
Arts Centre on December 12", please meet in the coffee
shop by 7.30 pm for collection of your tickets.

Please note that there will not be any other meeting of the
group in December. For more details contact

Sheila Halliday - Pegg

TRAVEL GROUP NEWS
TUSCANY

All those who went on the Tuscany trip need to collect an
envelope from Paddy.

SPRING HOLIDAY 2007

Austrian Tyrol 19™ — 26™ May. £569. Please book if you
are interested. There is already a waiting list for single
rooms.

AUTUMN HOLIDAY 2007

Suggestions now as details are being researched.
NEXT TRAVEL GROUP MEETING

Friday 12" January — 10 am Lower Hall Barn Hill.

Paddy Thompson




TUSCANY TRIP

We flew out of Gatwick and the most atrocious weather to
be met with clear blue skies and sunshine at Pisa Airport.
Our guide Marilena was also there to greet us and we
were quickly despatched in our luxurious coach with the
intrepid Arturo at the wheel.

Our base,
Montecatini Terma
was a delightful spa
town where for the
princely sum of 5
Euros you could
drink as much spa
water as you liked
and listen to an
excellent pianist.

However this was not a trip for languishing in the sun. We
had a full time table for each day, starting off with
Bologna on the Saturday. This was a place where we
discovered the joys of the art museum and Howard's
fascination with a feathered thong! The trip back home
was a bit of a bore as we were stuck for four hours on the
motorway because of a lorry crash. However the Dunkirk
spirit prevailed although the coach’s lack of lavatory did
cause the odd problem. Sunday was Florence where |
think everyone enjoyed the spirit of the place.

Then on to Volterra on Monday. There was a lot to see
and do here - including a Roman Theatre and a
fascinating Palazzo where Paddy had a bit of bad luck.
However no rest for the wicked and we were off to San
Gimignano with its 13 towers and fantastic frescoes
illustrating both the OIld Testament and the New
Testament. On the Tuesday we were all supposed to go

to Arezzo but some of us
chickened out and spent a
delightful day exploring Montecatini
Terma. Most of took the funicular
up to Montecatini Alto the little
vilage up in the hills with
spectacular views and a church
with a light show that can only be
described as “Jesus and the
Spaceship.”

Our final full day was spent in
Siena — where some of the group
enjoyed a walking tour of the town and most of us basked
in the sun in the magnificent square.

For our last night Paddy had organised a 5 course dinner

with music and unlimited alcohol for the princely sum of

27 Euros. And a very good time was had by all. The

evening was further enlightened by a group of Australians
who came over and asked us all to
dance. | particularly enjoyed the
conga. | have a hazy recollection of
singing “Jerusalem” as well as
sundry other songs in the coach
going back home.

Unfazed by their excesses of the
night before, Stamford U3A were up
bright and early to attack Lucca and
Pisa before taking the flight home. |
am sure everyone enjoyed the trip
thoroughly and we are all so grateful
to Paddy for all the hard work she
puts in, both before and during
these trips.

ART HISTORY GROUP
November meetings

Wednesday 15" November — Hogarth
Wednesday 22" November — Velazquez

There are still one or two tickets left for the trip to the
Velazquez Exhibition on 13" December. If you are
interested contact

Hendy Farquhar-Smith 756316.

SCOTTISH STRATHSPEY GROUP

This group meets on Wednesdays at Barn Hill Methodist
Church at 11 am. The next meetings will be on

November 15", 29" December 13"
For more information contact

Barbara Carpenter

DECEMBER WALKING GROUP PROGRAMME

Friday 8" Apethorpe, King® Head, Derrick Warrick
Friday 22" Alwalton, The Cuckoo, Roger Teasdale 7

Walks start at 10 am
Chris Rippington

GERMAN GROUP

This group has no leader since Elizabeth Holland left the
area. But they would very much like to continue. Anyone
willing to take this on, please phone

Pat Lowe

SCIENCE GROUP

The next meeting of the Science Group will be
on Thursday, November 9" at 2 pm at Barn Hill.

Dr Michael McGregor will give a talk on ‘Raymond Mays
Racing Days©which is a story that describes the events
leading up to the birth of the famous BRM racing car.

This talk may be of interest to any local historian as it
covers the car racing life of a famous name from Bourne.

Percy Moss

COUNTRY DANCING

Country dancing will be held at the Roman Catholic
Church Hall at 10.30 on Tuesday 21* November.
Everyone welcome. For more information contact

Mary Rowe

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Tuesday 14" November — A presentation by a member of
the Stamford Museum staff.

Tuesday 12" November — Seasonal pieces by group
members.

Everyone is welcome to come to these meting which are
held at Barn Hill at 10.30 am.




