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It’s spring again – the trees are all in full leaf and it’s time for 
the AGM. It’s been another busy year for us with some new 
groups being formed and plenty of activity in the existing 
ones. The Travel Group have been to Croatia and are about 
to depart for Ireland. Many other groups such as Science, 
Gardens and Art History have made successful day trips 
around the country. We’ve had a wide variety of speakers 
with the “Worm Man” starting off our week with most of us in 
hysterics at his stories.  

What pleases me is the fact that three times this year we 
have been entertained by our own members – for the 
Christmas entertainment, and for the excellent recital given 
to us in March by John Comber and  his friend. And of 
course – our Drama Group who keep up a consistently high 
standard and are always a pleasure to watch.   The May 
Bank holiday was unusual in that we had some decent 
weather for it. Our Bank holidays tend to be rather dismal. I 
hope the spell of good weather lasts and we have a better 
summer than last years. 

If you read your U3A News you will see on page 6 that John 
Denham, Minister of State for Innovation, Universities and 
Skills has launched a consultation on informal adult 
learning. A questionnaire has been sent out to every U3A 
which is written in bureaucratic gobble di gook. Therefore in 
this area, other adult learning institutions have decided to 
ask individuals to write to him about their own experiences 
of informal adult learning. The cut off date has been 
changed from 15th May to 12th of June so I urge as many of 
you as possible to write to the Department with your own 
experiences of adult learning. The address is Informal Adult 
Learning Consultation, Department for Innovation, 

Universities and Skills,  4th Floor Kingsgate House,  66 – 74 
Victoria Street, London SW1E 6SW. 

I have also been sent a copy of a Computer Basics  for  
Seniors – a book brought out by the U3A as a beginner’s 
introduction to computers and the Internet. It is available 
from Head Office at the very reasonable price of £6. I have 
a copy of it with me today so if anyone wants to have a look 
at it they may. 

Our Bus Pass has yet to arrive – despite calling the powers 
that be to ask them for it. I am sure it will arrive one day. 
Meanwhile I would like to hear from anyone who has used it 
successfully to travel further afield than Peterborough. I 
even thought we could start a Bus Pass Group that met at 
Stamford Bus Station once a month with a different 
itinerary. I think that given the shortage of  local buses in the 
area you might be able to get there – but you won’t be able 
to get back – wherever you choose to go! If anyone has 
some ideas on the creative use of their Bus Pass please let 
me know.  

There are details in the Newsletter of a very interesting 
Garden Visit to the very lovely garden of a couple of 
Welland members. The interesting point about this garden 
is that it is in the middle of Stamford and has lots of unusual 
features. It is in aid of a very good cause so please do 
support this Garden Visit. 

All the best,  

Hendy Farquhar-Smith 

t: 01780 756316     e: h@StamfordU3A.co.uk 
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BERNIE’S ART GROUP 
The last meeting for this group will be held on May 20th 
and will not meet again until September. 

MANSION HOUSE TRIP 2ND JULY 
Please pay for this as soon as possible. Please note the 
time has been changed to 7.30 am. Please make your 
cheques out to Stamford Art History Group. Cost is £15 
for the mansion House and Guildhall tours and £20 for 
the Mansion House, Guildhall and Guildhall gallery tour. 

MANSION HOUSE TRIP 9TH OCTOBER 
This list is now full. Please do not pay me until the July 
meeting. 

Hendy Farquhar-Smith 756316 

OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY 2010 
Tailored Travel are organising holidays for individuals and 
groups which includes a two day visit to this 10 yearly 
Passion Play. I am booking as an individual to go on one 
of these holidays which includes Lake Garda, Venice, 
Verona and Oberammergau. The 8 day holiday departs 
21st June 2010 and costs £1059 (single Supplement £99). 
If you are interested please contact me for all the details 
of the holiday variations. Please note that this is NOT a 
Travel Group holiday. 

Paddy Thompson  

GARDEN VISIT  
Peter and Jane Heyes, members of Stamford Welland 
group are opening their garden to U3A members on 
Tuesday 3rd June. The garden is at Montaigne on New 
Cross Road and is a town garden on a south facing slope 
next to Stamford Recreation Ground. There  is something 
of interest for everyone with flower borders and a 
vegetable patch, a greenhouse and pond, a secret 
garden and even a rain harvesting and irrigation system 
for those of you who are technically minded. To find 
Montaigne from North Street, go up Recreation Ground 
Road, turn left when you reach New Cross Road, keeping 
the Rec on your left and Peter’s is the first house on the 
left. Parking is not easy in New Cross Road and you may 
prefer to park in North Street Car Park.  

There will be a charge of £3 which will include 
refreshments and all proceeds will go to the young 
people’s cancer charity – CLIC Sargent. This is a charity 
close to the heart of several U3A members as it supports 
families who have children with cancer and leukaemia. 
Sargent refers of course to that famous Stamfordian , Sir 
Malcolm Sargent whose daughter died of leukaemia.  

CHARITY EVENING 
A Charity Evening in aid of Water Projects for poor 
Tibetan villages will be held on Saturday 31st May at 7.30 
pm in the theatre at the Stamford Arts Centre. 

Puhua, a young Tibetan from Amdo, Eastern Tibet,  will  
introduce two short films, one about his home village and 
the other portraying an event at Labrang Monastery, 
featuring his brother who is a monk.  Lastly, Tsering 
Pasang, a Tibetan living and working in London will give a 
short recital on the Tibetan flute.  

Please support this cause which significantly eases the 
life of the village women. I have visited the sites of some 
completed projects and have seen the benefits which 
these water projects bring to the village.   

Tickets cost £10 including a glass of wine. 
For more information contact 

Janet Smith   

SELF HELP FOR HEALTH GROUP 
On May 19th the main topic will be about the use of 
colour and light in healing and we shall be discussing 
keeping in touch in the present day. Everyone welcome. 

For more information contact  

Sheila Halliday-Pegg   

KEEP FIT GROUP 
Because of  a sudden illness, Clare has had to cancel the 
Wednesday Classes for the time being.   Will all U3A 
members who attend the keep-fit class please telephone 
Clare on Tuesday 20th May to see if she will be able give 
the class on Wednesday 21st May.  

Clare Grant  

CLIMATE CHANGE GROUP  
The greatest challenge that humanity has ever faced is 
well under way now - What can we do?   

This new group has recently been formed.  They meet at 
2.30 pm every third Tuesday.  For more information, 
including details about venues,  contact 

John Polkinghorne    

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP  
Summer 2008 Visits  

May 13th Harlaxton Manor – Leader Christine Bearne 

June 10th Woolsthorpe Manor – Leader Alec Burt 

July 8th  Tour of Kings Cliffe – Leader Ann Linton 

Places on these visits are very limited. For more 
information contact 

Christine Bearne  

 



WALKING GROUP 

All walks on the first or the third Friday starting at 10 am.   

May 16th      Manton Horse and Jockey 
                     Aileen Marriot  

June 6th       Queen’s Head, Bulwick  
                     Derrick Warrick  

July 4th         Uffington 
                     Hendy Farquhar-Smith 756316 

This group is looking for additional members, especially 
men!  For more information, or to join contact 

Chris Rippington  

 

GARDEN GROUP  
Please note that the starting time of the visit to Trentham 
Gardens has been changed to 8.30 am at the Bus station 
and 8.35 am at the Danish Invader.  

COUNTRY DANCING 
The next meeting of the Country dancing group will be 
held  on Tuesday 20th May at 10.30 am in the Roman 
Catholic Church Hall. 

For more information contact 

Mary Rowe 01733 246282 

SCOTTISH STRATHSPEY DANCING 
This is held in the upper room at Barn Hill at 11 am.  
Future dates are: 

the 14th and 28th May and the 18th and 25th June. New 
members are always very welcome. 

For more information contact  

Graham Creedy  

ART HISTORY GROUP 

The meetings of the Art History Group in April will be on 
the following Wednesdays: 

          May 14th – Dadaism and Surrealism 

          May 28th – Picasso 

The meetings are held in the United Reform Church Hall 
upstairs in the Livingstone Room.  Talks start at 10.30 am 
with coffee from around 10.15 am.  Everyone welcome.  
For more information contact 

Hendy Farquhar-Smith 756316 

SINGING FOR PLEASURE 

The next meeting of this group  will be on 15th April at 
10.30 am.  The group will be returning to the Methodist 
Church for this meeting.   

For more information contact 

Rita Wood  

CHURCH VISITING GROUP 
This group visits churches on the last Friday of every 
month, meet at the church at 11 am.  Visits as follows:  

May 30th    SEMPRINGHAM  (Ann McCloud  )  
Sempringham is the third village after Rippingale to 
Pointon. Meet at the church, Lunch in the Ship Inn) 

June 27th   SEATON (Shirley D Jackson ) 

July 25th     MARHOLM ( Peggy Aldridge ) 

After visits lunch is organised near by. Please contact 
Elaine Ward if you require transport. 

Elaine Ward    Mavis Sharpe  
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FAMILY HISTORY  
There is to be a follow-up course to the one held this 
spring in Burghley House Education centre, under the 
auspices of Madingley Hall Cambridge. 

It is entitled “Fleshing out the Bones – more sources for 
family History” and will take place from 13 January 2009 
in the same location. The cost of the course is £76 
(concession £59) and it will run for 10 weeks. 

The reason for this early communication is twofold: to 
ensure that at least 12 names are forthcoming and, 
because this course is an advance on the original, to give 
“beginners” some time to gather information and 
knowledge so they will not feel out of their depth. 

Our tutor is kind, thorough and very knowledgeable but 
will emphasise that this is not a beginners’ class. 

If you are interested, please let me know so I can gauge 
numbers and report back to the college   

Jim Guthrie  

BURGHLEY HOUSE ROOF 
Have you worked on the roof of Burghley house, or have 
you been there when repairs were being done?  Do you 
have any photographs of the repairs or of the workers 
themselves?  

If you can help, please contact Dave Pendry  
djpam@tiscali.co.uk, who is updating his presentation 
about the roof of Burghley House.   

THE KINGDOM by ELGAR 
The Stamford Choral Society, with the Chameleon Arts 
Orchestra, conducted by Paul White are presenting The 
Kingdom on Saturday 17th May, at Peterborough 
Cathedral at 7.30 pm.   

Tickets Nave £15, concessions £10, side aisles £8, 
concessions £5.  Available from Stamford Arts Centre 
763203, and the Stamford Music Shop 751275.  


