| have written about our Jersey trip in the inside
pages of the Newsletter but what | think is really
worthy of note is that one of our party on that trip —
George Burks — was making his first ever flight
when he flew with us to Jersey on Monday 12™
October. Not bad for 83! I think this is what the U3A
is all about — giving people the opportunity to do
things they did not have a chance to do when they
were younger! | gather George is signing up for
Dubrovnik !

We have been asked to support the “Spend a
Penny Campaign.” This is a very worthwhile
campaign to install new toilets at the Recreation
Ground. SKDC who own the Rec have a “one toilet
per town policy.” And our one toilet is in Red Lion
Square — a bit far to go for a young child playing on
the excellent new play park at the Rec — and even
bit too far for grandparents! They are having a
public meeting about this at 9.30 am on Wednesday
4™ November at Belton Bowls Club in the Rec and
all members of the public are invited to attend.

| would also like to thank you once again for your
continuing support for the Parcels for the Troops
scheme. | had an e-mail from my mad friend Hattie
in Madrid — the one who supplies me with jokes for
the meetings — when they are clean enough! She
was asking for support for Poppy Day and our
troops in Afghanistan. | was really proud to write to

her to tell her about your response to Parcels for
the Troops campaign.

In the last couple of weeks | have been on two U3A
trips and | have to say how delighted | am with the
great communal spirit we seem to have within
Stamford U3A. We had the odd hiccup on the
Jersey trip but these were met with humour and
tolerance and it is always a pleasure to take my Art
History group on trips as they are always so eager
to express their gratitude to me for organising these
days out. A final thought on U3A trips. At Harlaxton
this year we were using AC Williams for our coach
trips and they are obviously unaccustomed to U3A
customers as our driver congratulated me on the
punctuality of our groups!

And finally may | make a special plea for more
people to sign up for Christmas lunch at the Crown.
This event is usually very well supported but for
some reason this year we have not had the normal
take up. Three courses and coffee for £16.95 is not
bad value for money — to say nothing of the
convivial company. See Judy Westwood at today’'s
meeting or give her a ring on 07969 495963.

All the best!

Hendy Farquhar-Smith
t: 01780 756316 e: h@StamfordU3A.co.uk
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LOCAL HISTORY

The next meeting of the Local History Group will be on
Tuesday 10™ November when Mr J Lee will talk about
John Thorpe and the Thorpe family of Kingscliff. John
Thorpe was Surveyor to Queen Elizabeth I. Meeting are
held in Barn Hill at 10 am for a 10.30 start to the talks.

For more information contact Sandra Bailey

TRAVEL GROUP

The Jersey trip was a great success and an account of it
is in this Newsletter. We are now taking bookings for our
next holiday — seven days in Dubrovnik and Croatia on
21% April 2010. The price including half board and
excursions starts at a very reasonable £669. There are
trips on most days to places including Mostar and
Montenegro.

For further details contact Dick Colgrove on or pick up an
application form at today’s meeting.

Al THEATRE

All matinées - top price seats

Sun 22" Nov Classical Spectacular

Royal Albert Hall

Thur 10" Dec Billy Elliott
Victoria Palace Theatre

Following a 3 course festive lunch at
the Rubens Hotel.

Sun 17" Jan Swan Lake
Matthew Bourne
Sadler's Wells

For information, prices and application forms contact

Karyl Rey 753769

BALLROOM DANCING

The next meeting of this Group will be on Wednesday
25" of November at 2.30 pm in the Roman Catholic
Church Hall in Broad Street.

Everyone welcome. No need to have a partner.
Meg Atkins Moss

SCOTTISH STRATHSPEY DANCING

The next dates for this group are Wednesday 11" and
25" of November and 9" December.

Dancing takes place in the Upper Room at Barn Hill at 11
am, except on 11" November when it will start at 11.15
am to allow for the observance of the Two Minute's
Silence in Broad Street.

Graham Creedy

PRIORY INVESTMENT CLUB

If you think that you can see the green shoots of financial
recovery why don’t you come and join us at the Priory
Investment Club. You invest a modest figure every
month and hope to cash in on the impending market
recovery.

The Club is informative and interesting, but above
anything else - it is great fun! Note, this Club is not a U3A
Group.

If you are interested contact
Hendy Farquhar-Smith 756316

PARCELS FOR OUR TROOPS

The Royal British Legion, Stamford, are arranging to send
to our troops, on active service in Iraq and Afghanistan,
those small items which they cannot get locally and which
means so much to them as a reminder of home! They tell
us that they really would like to get puzzle books,
disposable razors, travel games, sweets, wetwipes and
personal toiletries. Anything but liquids and chocolates
which do not post well.

The aim is to show them our concern and appreciation for
everything they are doing under very difficult
circumstances, and in particular, that they are not
forgotten.

Please bring your donations a meeting, or contact Steve
Bond for more information t: 757041

WALKING GROUP

November 6" Castor Hanglands

Lynn Darwin Mary Rowe

November 20" Elton — Black Horse
Aileen Marriot

All walks start at 10 am. New members will be
particularly welcomed. For more information contact

Chris Rippington

SINGING FOR PLEASURE

The next meeting for this group will be November 13",
and the sing-along on November 16™. We now have a
large repertoire for the sing-along so do please come.
Use it or lose it!

Everyone welcome. The more the merrierl For more
information contact

Rita Wood

HEARTFELT THANKS FROM ANN LINTON

To Christine and her grandson Peter for presenting the
talk | was unable to give to the Local History Group on
October 13". The beautiful bouquet of flowers and other
items from the Group was a great surprise which cheered
me up immensely.

Thank you all, Ann Linton

HARLAXTON

SUMMER SCHOOLS 2010

Places are being taken up very quickly, but there are still
places in both schools.

If you are interested, please contact
Hendy Farquhar-Smith 756316




EARTH SCIENCE

The Geology Group is going to be replaced by a new
Group called Earth Science. It will be led by Carol
Needham who is just acting as “front man” for Stuart
Osbone from Peterborough U3A. | know Stuart well as he
has been a Harlaxton regular for many years and he is
possessed with boundless enthusiasm about his subject.
I am delighted he has offered to share his great
knowledge with us. The first meeting will be held at
Carol's home — 85 Lonsdale Road on Wednesday 11"
November at 0930 to 1130. There will be a small charge
of £1 to cover refreshments and expenses.

Ring Carol
information.

if you are interested or would like more

ART HISTORY
The next meeting will be on Wednesday,

November 11" - Poussin.
November 25th - Claude Lorraine.

Our meetings are now held in the small upper room at
Barn Hill. They start with coffee around 10.15 am and the
talks begin at 10.30 am.

New members are always welcome. For
information contact

Hendy Farquhar-Smith 756316

more

STROLLERS
November 13" White Horse, Empingham

Janet and Des Kempson

December 11" Blue Bell, Easton on the Hill
Jean Farmer

Please do not use the pub car park unless you are
patronising it after the stroll.

All walks start at 11 am, come in good time if you wish to
order lunch beforehand. For more information contact

Anna Bridger

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE CROWN

This year it will be on Monday 14" December at 12 noon
for 12.30 pm.

The cost is still only £16.95 for three courses and coffee.
Please sign up and pay at the November meeting or
contact

Judy Westwood

FAMILY HISTORY

The next meeting of this group will be on Thursday 12"
November and the last one for 2009 will be on
Wednesday 16" December.

The location will be at Les Coquelicots so if you are
coming please ring Jim to let him know how many cups
and biscuits he will need.

From January 2010 the group will meet on the third
Wednesday of each month.

Jim Guthrie 752755

TRIP TO JERSEY

The travel gods were smiling upon Stamford U3A Travel
Group when they went to

Jersey last month. The trips to

and from Gatwick — on a

Monday morning and a Friday

afternoon were hassle free. On

top of that the weather was

beautiful, the hotel was

excellent, the guide was

amusing and knowledgeable

and the island was fascinating. We crammed a lot into our
four days — including a full day touring Jersey where our
guide was at pains to point out as many places of interest
as we could fit in.

On the Wednesday we had a
very interesting morning
beginning with the beautiful
Laliqgue St Matthews Church
before going on to visit the
great labyrinth of underground
tunnels that were built during
the German occupation as a
hospital — but never used as
such — which has now been

turned into a Museum of the Occupation. In the afternoon

we were free to do as we pleased and the

more adventurous of us went out to

Elizabeth Castle in an amphibious vehicle

as the tide was in. The castle itself was

quite unique as its original 17" century

defences had been greatly added to with

huge concrete embellishments by the

Germans in the 20" century. Rita and | also

climbed the hundred steps up to the

Hermitage of St Helier.

There were more steps — 198, | believe - the next day
when we explored the other castle — Mont Orgueil. This
was better preserved than Elizabeth Castle and had only
small concrete additions put on during the Occupation.

After an excellent lunch at the Jersey Potteries we went
on to wander round the
gardens of Samares Manor.
Again the weather was
sunny and the gardens a
delight. An added point of
interest was that our guide
was married to the ex wife of

the Seigneur of Samares Manor!

At the end of four days we had got an intimate knowledge
of the island, its government

and its people. Everything

was of a very high

standard — the shopping, the

houses, the lack of litter and

graffiti. It was like the South

coast of England in the

1950s. It makes an ideal

destination for a short break.

Many thanks to Maggie and Dick and to my fellow
travellers for making the whole trip an thoroughly
enjoyable experience.

Hendy Farquhar-Smith




